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to deprive her of her freedom to shape her political future in accor-
dance with her own needs, but who remained conscious, nevertheless,
of the special bonds which connected her with the Reich: an Austria
who took pride in being the exponent of a German culture e which
was not a menace but an inspiration5.1

During February and March 1933 the German Press published
a number of articles attacking the Austrian Government for their
'oppression' of the Nazis; but it was not until the second half of
March that the Austrian Government found occasion to present the
first of many unavailing protests to the German Government. Early
in March a parliamentary crisis in Austria resulted in the suspension
of parliamentary government. On the 4th March a Socialist motion
against a Government proposal to penalize workers who had taken
part in a recent railway strike was carried by one vote. The validity
of the decisive vote was contested by the Government's supporters,
whereupon the Pan-German President of the Assembly and two
Vice-Presidents resigned their offices. The Constitution made no
provision for the election of a new President of the Assembly in such
circumstances, and the session of Parliament was thus suspended
automatically. The Government, with the approval of the Heimwehr
and of an important section of their Christian Social supporters, took
the opportunity to put an end to the extremely precarious situation
in which they had existed for ten months, with a bare majority in
the Assembly. Dr. Dollfuss offered the resignation of his Cabinet,
which was refused by President Miklas, who then gave his consent to
the proposal to govern by the issue of emergency decrees; a meeting
which was summoned on the 15th March by the ex-President of the
Assembly, and which was attended by about sixty deputies, was
declared to be illegal; criticisms of the Government's proceedings by
the second chamber, the Federal Council, were similarly ignored;
and from the middle of March onwards the country was under semi-
dictatorial rule. The Government promptly made use of special

situation by putting a good face on their compliance with the Powers' wishes.
The negotiations which took place from time to time between Dr. Dollfusa
and tlie Nazis (see pp. 450-2, below) indicated that Dr. Dollfuss had no
insuperable objections to National Socialism as such; but if he may have
contemplated the possibility of admitting Nazis to a share in the Government,
he showed no inclination to resign his functions in favour of a Nazi dictator-
ship. Indeed, there could be little doubt as to the sincerity of the resentment
which was aroused in Dr. Dollfuss and many other Austrians by German
bullying; and the Chancellor does not appear to have wavered in his determina-
tion to make the cessation of German interference a condition of the settlement
of the feud between Austria and Germany.

* Dr. Dollfuss was reported to have made use of this phrase in an interview
with the correspondent of The New York Times in May 1933.